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The Symbolic System and Social Functions of Dragon Boat Racing Ritual

QIU Teng-fei

(School of Physical Education, Huaqgiao University, Quanzhou 362021, China)

Abstract; The attributes of dragon boat racing ritual are analyzed in this paper, and it is proposed that dragon boat racing ritual
includes the worship of dragon totem, and also the origin of dragon boat race is closely linked with the worship of dragon totem.
Based on the theory of four elements of the essence of religion, namely, religious concept; religious experience; religious behav-
ior and religious system, dragon boat racing ritual is a religious folk activity. As a symbolic system, dragon boat racing ritual
contains many factors such as materialized symbols, behavioral symbols, sensory symbols, natural symbols and social symbols.
Dragon boat racing ritual has a rich symbolic meaning, and verbal symbols and non-verbal symbols serves as a means of delive-
ring symbolic meaning. As a religious folk activity, dragon boat racing ritual has strong social functions in our modern society:
promote the cultural inheritance and development of the Chinese dragon boat race; promote ethnic and cultural identity among so-
cial members to intensify cohesiveness for a big growth of Chinese culture; promote psychological adjustment among social
groups.

Key words: dragon boat race; ritual; symbol; religion; folk activity; social functions





