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Research of Dragon Boat Race from the Motif of “Competing”

PEI Xiao-cheng, LV Shao-jun

(Beijing Sport University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: With the method of literature review and logical analysis, this research mainly tries to study
dragon boat race from the perspective of “competing” motif. This paper argues that motif is the smal-
lest element and cultural factor in sports events, which is similar with the concept definition in litera-

ture and mythology. In the command of “competing” motif, “dragon”, “boat”, “water”, “

people” co-
constitute the sport event of dragon boat race, and at different stages of social history, along with the
constant adaptation and satisfaction to social needs, representing forms of dragon boat race have been
gradually stereotyped with increasingly rich cultural connotations. Motif as a new research perspective
and research tool, can be widely applied to other sports phenomena. Greater attention should be paid
to build a motif mode of sports studies.

Key words: motif; dragon boat race; “Competing”; representing forms; cultural connotation





