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Characteristics, Effects and Development Trend of Line-changing in Table
Tennis Competitions from the Perspective of “Either Line Drive or Cross Shot”

ZHANG Sai-giang' , XU Jun-wei

(1. Beijing Sport University, Beijing 100084, China;

2. Henan University of Economics and Law, Zhengzhou 450046, China)

Abstract: Based on literature review, expert interview, video observation and mathematical statistics,
the characteristics, effects and development trend of line changing of the world’s excellent men’s ta-
ble tennis players from the perspective of “Either Line Drive or Cross Shot”. It is believed in this arti-
cle: @Non-changing line is the main form of athlete’s tactics while changing line is its auxiliary form.
Non-changing line and changing line play almost equal role in winning, but the effect of changing line
is obviously better than that of non-changing line. @Cross shot when meeting line drive and cross shot
when meeting cross shot, the main changing types that athletes select, play a leading role in competi-
tions, and line drive when meeting cross shot plays a strategic role to tie up; there is no scoring effect
differences among those three types of changing line. @ The classification of changing line can reveal
the function and the dynamic rules of the different types of changing lines from the perspective of “Ei-
ther Line Drive or Cross Shot”. The use and application of various types of changing lines in all com-
petitions are always changing but still dominated by cross shot when meeting line drive and cross shot
when meeting cross shot. In the new stage of revised ball, the scoring effect of the category of cross
shot when meeting cross shot is gradually increasing, while the scoring effect of cross shot when
meeting line drive shows a trend of slowing down. This study serves as a reference for the scientific
training and competition for Chinese table tennis team.

Key words: table tennis; changing line; Either Line Drive or Cross Shot; characteristics; effect; de-

velopment trend





