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The New Recognition of the Concept of Nationwide Sport System and

the Necessity of Gradual Classification Reform in the New Period

WANG Yi-ran

( Department of Physical Education, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The nationwide sport system has played an important role in the rapid development of com-
petitive sports in China. However, under the new situation, a great deal of inadaptability has ap-
peared. By means of literature review and logical analysis, the concept of nationwide sport system is
traced and re-recognized in this article. It is discussed that the living soil of the nationwide sport sys-
tem has undergone changes and its connotation of “exceeding the advanced level in a short time” has
been greatly weakened. However, its denotation framed in competitive sports is apparently incompati-
ble with the new situation. In the area of competitive sports, the nationwide system leads to monopoly
of resources by the government, imprisonment of market forces, rent-seeking of power, the distortion
of the view of achievements and values, rigidity of management mechanism and errors in public deci-
sion-making. In mass sports, the nationwide system fails to meet the mass sports demand. Based on
the different mass foundation of various sports events, differences in market-oriented operational abili-
ty of different parts of competitive sports, the unbalanced economic development between urban and
rural areas and the gap between the rich and the poor in China, it is pointed out that the reform of the
nationwide sport system should undergo gradual classification reforms based on the suitable level of
marketization operation.

Key words: nationwide sport system; competitive sports; mass sports; gradual classification reform;

tertiary training network; talent training mode; sport service supply



