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The Predicament of Wushu Short-weapon Sport and
Countermeasures from the Perspective of Semiotics

TAN Teng-fei, ZHANG Ji-sheng

(School of Sports, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Based on the explanation of the related concepts, short-weapon sports are analyzed from the
perspective of semiotics. It is pointed out that short-weapon sports have complete semiotic elements.
Its semiotic features include instrument symbols and movement symbols, the misuse of instrument
symbols leads to the interpretation dilemma of code and metalanguage, and the prejudices between dif-
ferent groups using different technical symbols lead to the cognitive predicament of movement sym-
bols. The dilemma of the development of the short-weapon sports is analyzed from three aspects: the
metalanguage of social-cultural context, the self-carrying metalanguage and the competence metalan-
guage. It is pointed out that the short-weapon sports lack correct historical cognition and cultural be-
longing in the metalanguage of social-cultural context, that self-carrying metalanguage defects lead to
difficulties in sustainable development, and that there are problems of inadequate competence metalan-
guage training. It is believed that its instrument symbols should highlight the Chinese elements and
the movement symbols should reflect the diversity of Chinese sabreplay and swordplay, that short-
weapon sports should take the exchanges of ancient personal Wushu and Wushu culture as the meta-
language of social-cultural context, revise competition rules to perfect self-carrying metalanguage, and
eliminate the historical prejudice that “knight often commits crimes because of his Wushu” to promote
the cultivation of competence metalanguage. This study is designed to promote the sustainable devel-
opment of short-weapon sports.

Key words: semiotics; short-weapon sports; movement symbols; instrument symbols; historical con-

text; cultural context; metalanguage; competition rules



