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Threshold of Sport Ethics and Survival Ethics:
Reflections on Sport Contradictions

XIE Ren, ZHANG Xiao-li, LI Xiao-dong

(School of Physical Education. North University of China, Taiyuan 030051, China)

Abstract: By methods of literature and logical analysis, and based on reviewing the development and
changes in the concept of sport ethics, taking the theory of Schopenhauer’s Voluntarism, Nietzsche’s
theory of power and Bentham’s theory of utilitarianism as the theoretical foundation, the issue of
sport ethics is reconsidered in this study. It is believed that the will of survival is the natural evolution
of sport ethics, the will of power is the social advancement of sport ethics, and utilitarianism is the es-
sence deviation of sport ethics. It is pointed out that current sport ethics lag behind all kinds of post-
modernism trends. In the development process of modernization, sport ethics has not yet been dis-
pelled; the correct development of sport ethics requires athletes to correctly understand themselves, a-
chieve self-responsibility, and also needs humanistic ideas for instilling various factors outside.

Key words: sport ethics; survival ethics; humanism; sport philosophy; will of survival; will of pow-

er; utilitarianism



