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A Comparative Analysis of the Modeling of Athlete Media Image in
Sport Movies between China and the United States

MAO Xiao-yu', LI Ai-qun®

(1. School of Graduate Studies, Wuhan Sport University, Wuhan 430079, China;

2. Journal Editorial Office, Wuhan Sport University, Wuhan 430079, China)
Abstract: By literature data and comparative analysis, this paper compares the modeling of athlete
media image in sport movies between China and the United States from three aspects: professional
role, social role and personality characteristics. It is believed that in terms of professional role image,
Chinese movie protagonists have different talents and opponents have a strong facial expression, while
American movie protagonists are mostly ordinary dream-hunters, and opponents have distinct personal
characteristics. In the aspect of social role images, Chinese movies focus on promoting collectivism
and worship the spirit of inspiration, while American movies advocate personal heroism with humanis-
tic feelings. In terms of personality characteristics, Chinese movie protagonists have often been self-
conscious in reinventing confidence after being hit, while American movie protagonists always main-
tain their confidence and complete self-realization. The reason for the above differences is that the so-
cial cultures and mainstream values between China and the United States are different. This study
aims to provide references for the better development of sport movies in China.
Key words: sport movies; China and the United States; athletes; media image; professional role; so-

cial role; personality characteristics; comparison



