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Ceremonial Atavism: Order Reconstruction
of the “Common Event” of Yingge Dance

——A Narrative of Folklore Sport Order in a Chaoshan Village

LI Wen

(Department of Physical Education and Research, Shantou Chaonan Vocational and Technical Education Center, Shantou 515100, China)

Abstract: Yingge dance, a folk dance activity attached to the rituals of gods is born out of the matrix
form of gods, ghosts and heroes. From the ecological environment of the multi-ethnic cultural circle,
this article investigates the meaning reflection of metaphor in the ceremonial performance process of
Yingge dance, which reflects the divine embeddedness of village order. It is believed that the gender
boundary and the divine confinement of the physical performance of Yingge Dance are a dialogue be-
tween the secular and the divine. Yingge dance ceremony has been embarrassed by a certain degree of
modernity, but the overall divine symbol of order still dominates the ceremonial form. From the
chronological perspective, the performance of Yingge Dance’s performances has changed into three
stages: the military struggle and the ceremonial system for Confucius, the training of soldiers, and
the attachment and secularization of gods. In the first two stages, divine attachment of Yingge dance
is obvious, and the divinity dominates the external form of Yingge dance. In the stage of seculariza-
tion, Yingge dance is instrumentally produced in the process of rural urbanization, and it is necessary
to recreate the divine order and ethnic identity of the ceremony based on the imaginary space.

Key words: Yingge dance; common event; folk sports; divine order: sacrifice circle; ceremony; atavism



