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Football Thinking of Chinese People: Football as a Visual Art

LU Yun-ting

( School of Sport Journalism and Foreign Languages, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: The spectacle created by football is a perceptual objective existence, and football has created

a new type of performance market. Football has the function of shaping the image of a group or a

country, and it has therefore become a tool for relevant groups in various countries to seek political in-

terests. Football is unique in China. The Chinese understand football just as a new type of visual art,

not a participatory sport. The players that the Chinese understand are just another kind of actors, and

the characters played by the Chinese are just spectators, and they watch the various performances of

the footballers. The football players” acting phenomenon and the spectators’ spectatorization consti-

tute the football culture that the Chinese understand. The counter-energy of Chinese culture to the

football culture from the West is thus highlighted.

Key words: football events; Chinese culture; visual art; non-participating sport; conceptual transfor-

mation



