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Interpretation of Modernity Continuity in Traditional National Sports.
Diluting Tradition and Consuming Tradition

—Field Investigation on “Horse Racing” of Shui Ethnic Group in Sandu

LI Wen

(Teaching Department of Physical Education, Shantou Chaonan Vocational and Technical Education Center, Shantou 515100, China)

Abstract: By field investigation method, Sandu horse racing of Shui ethnic group is taken as a case to
study the modernity continuity of traditional national sports. The study finds that a source narrative
of horse racing which lies in a metaphorical migration history, ritual discipline and ritual culture circle
of Shui ethnic group is gradually limited, decomposed, refined and even captured. The horse racing in
two fields, namely the village space and the reconstructed space, are presented separately in the prac-
tical context of passive dismemberment and active consumption. Further observation and analysis
finds that the horse racing culture exhibited in the national tourism field is a “new tradition” recon-
structed in the “original ecology” outer garment. The horse racing culture has actually blurred the
boundary between tradition and modernity in the consumption process, and even transgressed by the
tourism culture. In order to eliminate the heterogeneous spread of horse racing culture, it is necessary
to establish the pattern of horse racing in the foreground and background fields, and to maintain core
fidelity and external fusion in the foreground field, redemption in alive condition and suppress in the
flow state in the background field.
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