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The Nature of Football Violence

— Micro-narrative Created by Extreme Fans

LU Yun-ting

(School of Media and Art, Shanghai University of Sports, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: Football is different from other sports because it can not completely break away from ex-
treme violence, and the main perpetrators of violence are fans. Because of the emergence of fans’ vio-
lence, football not only creates a modern cultural character, but also embraces the connotation of pre-
historic culture, so football is more characterized by tribal warfare and fans’ violence is more ritual.
But it is undeniable that extreme violence cases also have some distinct elements of gangster struggle.
Therefore, football violence is difficult to constitute an aesthetic system, which shows the original sin
of human beings. Chinese people are relatively intolerant of football violence, but often deal with it in
a hideous way. The high integration of football and politics reflects the brand-new implication of foot-
ball group: the player-group is responsible for the dazzling function of football, the fans-group under-
takes the energy expansion of football, and the social group is the implicit force for the existence and
development of football. Media reports of fans’ violence are often exaggerated, and the regulation of
fans’ violence do not necessarily need to take extreme measures.

Key words: fan violence; tribal spirit; prehistoric culture; original sin; media





