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“Luck” in Games:
An Interpretation of Accidental Elements in Football Competitions

LU Yunting

(School of Media and Arts, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract; Football has the characteristics of less goals, strong contingency and human factors outside rules,
which altogether build the elements of “luck” in football competitions. “luck” in football competitions con-
tains the law of natural justice. In major football competitions, there are many factors of referee intervention,
but people still forgive all the mistakes of referees, because referees are part of football “luck”, and the value
of football is also reflected in such a value system. Football is the sublimation of human natural life, penalty
is the sublimation of football, and owngoal is a purification of failure events. There was no boundary between
the participants and the audience of ancient football, which further highlighted the accidental factors of foot-
ball. Modern football continues the gene of ancient football, caters to the characteristics of risk in investment
in modern commercial society and then evolves into a core origin of adventurers in modern commercial society.
Football is a mixture of inevitability of competition results and contingency of competition courses. Thus, a
new paradox is constructed.

Key words: football games; elements of “luck”; natural metaphor; reasonable contingency





