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Excusable Cause: Another Factor of the
Crime of Deviant Behavior in Sports Competitions

LIU Jiangfeng

(Law and Public Management School, Leshan Normal University, Leshan 614000, China)

Abstract: Excusable cause is the basis of the theory of the crime of the act, which is composed of the
defensible cause originated from the criminal procedure in the United Kingdom and the United States.
Different from the justifiable cause, the excusable cause has overstepped the legal conditions for the
justification of the act. The illegality of the act is first affirmed and only seeks forgiveness in the attri-
bution of responsibility. The introduction to excusable cause can enrich the relevant contents of in-
crimination and exoneration of sports competition behavior, and facilitate the judicial unified judg-
ment. The analysis shows that the establishment of the excusable event of sports competition behavior
should meet the following conditions. The sports event itself has the legitimacy and regularity; the
main body only aims at the athletes; the behavior is limited to the sports competition behavior; the il-
legal purpose is pure and the behavior is based on the premise of anti-rules. The classification of in-
crimination and discharge is conducive to the standardization of conviction and sentencing. This paper
makes a specific analysis on the situation of the application of excusable cause of crime or mitigated
punishment for competitive frauds, such as competitive injury, abuse of stimulant and match fixing.
Finally, it points out that the concept of athletes’ freedom protection should not be ignored and selec-
tive criminal justice should be avoided as far as possible.

Key words: sports competition behavior; justifiable cause; excusable cause; crime; competitive inju-

ry; doping; competitive fraud; selective justice





