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Legal Analysis of GDPR’s Application in Cross-border
Data Transfer of World Anti-Doping Agency

—Based on Regulations of WADC and GDPR

LI Yanan

(Department of Law and Politics, Party School of C. P. C. Jiangsu Committee, Nanjing 210009, China)

Abstract: In the context of the data age, cross-border transfer of anti-doping data has become a new
trend in the field of anti-doping. The cross-border transfer of data by the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) is conducive to anti-doping control, education, and research worldwide, which meets the
requirements of the public interest and has a basis for rationality and legitimacy, but it still poses po-
tential risks to athletes’ personal data rights and national data sovereignty. In the context of the Gen-
eral Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), WADA can conduct data cross-border transfer through
two ways, including “transfer on the basis of sufficient conditions” and “transfer in compliance with
appropriate safeguards”. However, in view of the shortcomings of the two ways, it is necessary to re-
strict the cross-border transfer of WADA data from the aspects of EDPB data cross-border transfer
mechanism, principle of minimum scope and notification obligation. China should reasonably learn
from relevant experience, promote anti-doping data transfer legislation, improve anti-doping data in-
dustry norms, and strengthen international cooperation in the field of anti-doping.

Key words: anti-doping; data protection; cross-border data transfer; GDPR ; WADC



